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How Do I Read a NH Bill Draft?

Part I: Key Components

WE’RE 

GLAD YOU 

ASKED!

Presented by  the OLS Legal Division



Bill Cover Page – Informational Only – Not Part of Bill

Incorporated 
amendments

version

LSR #
drafter/reviewer

Bill number

Title 

Legislative session

(primary sponsor listed first)

Original committee bill was  referred to

Analysis – a brief statement of what the bill does

Explanation of typeface

Originating Chamber 
(House or Senate)



Example: Bill Section 1
Bill Section Number

Amending language is 
all language the box

Statutory section (RSA section) and section heading

Deleted language and punctuation is bracketed and struck through.
Added language and punctuation is bolded/italicized.



Example: Bill Sections 2 & 3
Bill Section Numbers

Amending language (all  language in the box)

Effective dates are 
their own bill section 

Deleted language and punctuation is bracketed and struck through.
Added language and punctuation is bolded/italicized.



Adding a New Chapter, Subdivision, Section, or Paragraph

When adding a brand-new chapter, subdivision, section, or paragraph, 
the amending language explains what is being added and where it will be inserted.

We use regular text when we add a brand-new chapter, subdivision, section, or paragraph.



Now that you know the basic components of a NH bill draft, 
check out the next presentation in the series:

How Do I Read a NH Bill Draft?

Part II: 

Amending Language

Thank you for asking. We’re Glad You Asked!
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